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six compendiums of music 
made for, and by, fans of The Prisoner. 
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άI was never totally happy with the main theme music.  I never got that the way I wanted itτalthough I 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ popular with a certain number of people.   I thought it was too, a little bit tooτ

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘτǘƻƻ ƘŜŀǾȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ Φ Φ Φέ 
 

ω Patrick McGoohan 
From the audio interview, 

άhƴ ¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊέ © 1979 PrizBiz 

 
Actually, Patrick, your heavy ǘƘŜƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴΣ άpopularέΦ  Since 1979, it has enticed, 

intrigued and inspired Artists to produce unique interpretations of the composition and to create 

fascinating musical prose vis-à-vis the themes within your brilliant television program.  Those 

musical homages have been created by Artists from such diverse genres as Pop, Ambient, Heavy 

Metal and EDM, with output ranging from individual songs, EPs and full albums of musical 

musings about the struggles of Number 6 and the constructs / constraints of The Village. 

 

Meanwhile, across that timeline there had to have been occasions when Music Agents, Producers 

ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘǎΥ άWhy?  Why put your time and effort into a song about a 

show that almost no one knows?   If you write an ode to Capt. Kirk, a love song to Princess Leia 

or an angsty composition about Harry tƻǘǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΦέ 

 
!ƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά² Φ Φ Φ IΦ Φ Φ ¸ΧvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪέΥ 

 
άAll the programs herein are described as cult TV.  They attract a fanatical following.  They have something 

that fascinates their acolytes who view favourite shows time after time without diminution of enjoyment.  

Why?   Perhaps the answer is that these programmes were made by enthusiasts who believed 

passionately in their work, and the energy of their belief is transmitted to a select audience sympathetic 

to the theme and hungry themselves for an enthusiasm.έ 

ω Patrick McGoohan 
From his preface to the book: άCult TVέ © 1993 

 

Theme by 

R on 
G r a i n er 

Comments by  

P a t r i c k 
M c G o o h a n 
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29-5-2019 Stated by Number 89 within The Eternal Village-cast Episode 10 

 

άL ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ . . . have at the very least, inspired other people--both veteran and new fans of 

the showτto realize that, ya . . . we got a lot to say about the actual 17 episodes. 
 

But, when those get tired or when you want more, this [content other than the TV series] is just the 

first step in a long path of contributions that very clever, very creative, very diligent people have 

given us--that I would argue--did expand the canon. 
 

aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳǊŀǘŜŘ ŎŀƴƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ saying: good or 

bad; in or out.    But it still gives us the options to find those ways to hear a little bit more, learn 

a little bit more, read a little bit more, see a little bit more about this thing we really 

appreciate." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more than 20 years I have been 

purchasing / collecting novels, series guides, magazines,  

documentaries and music about, or in homage to, ǘƘŜ мфст ¢± ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ άThe PrisonerέΦ     
 

Across that panorama of ephemera, I have been / am most intrigued, entertained and 

beguiled by the scores of Artists who have created songs, EPs and entire albums of music 

vis-à-vis the themes of the program, the prose of Number 6 and the constructs of The Village. 
 

Every time I discover a song that samples audio from the series or whose lyrics speak to 

the polemics of the program, I have an instant and ridiculous sense of connection that, 

άΧǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƻƻέΦ 
 

That is how / why, to date, LΩǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ 17 мнέ ŀƭōǳƳǎ, 6 7έ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ, 21 CDs and 

UMPTEEN MP3 FILES  of music about / in homage to . . Φ άThe PrisonerέΦ 
 

Yours enthusiastically, Number 89 

31-12-2024 

 
 

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/tevc-10.1.mp3


PAGE 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The `/3:4I./ :¨`9/9;3=m 

ARCHIVE BOXES: 
 

BLACK 

= Magazines 
 

BRIGHT BLUE 

= Series guides 
 

SKY BLUE 

= Series analysis books 
 

SAGE GREEN 

= Interviews, documentaries, 

fan events & the 2009 remake 
 

BRIGHT PURPLE 

= Novels, graphic novels, 

audio programs & games 
 

BROWN 

= Biographies & fan publications 
 

RED 

= Music 

 

 

The most elusive category of collectibles 
 

In June of 2020, I outlined a project to catalog and acquire everythingτyes: 

everythingτthat had been created about and/or in homage to The Prisoner 

television series.   In the autumn of that year, I delineated the contents of that quest 

into 20 categories ŀƴŘ L ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ κ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ tŀǊŀŘƛƎƳέΦ 
 

On Dec. 31, 2020 L ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ tŀǊŀŘƛƎƳέ webpages (as a section of 

The Eternal Village website) which, by June 30, 2023, constituted 254 unique items 

encompassing 211 video and 53 audio filesτopen and free to any Prisoner fan. 
 

[Click the essay cover above to read all about the design and demise of that online archive.] 
 

Of the 20 categories that made up ¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ tŀǊŀŘƛƎƳ . . . άaǳǎƛŎέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

the most elusive collection to identify and the most challenging materials to collect.   

 

Other than one index vis-à-vis Discogs.com, ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ discovered and included 

in this essay . . . came from tedious and diligence searching on YouTube, Bandcamp 

and an array of other websites.   I am very pleased with the breadth of content I have 

found andτoy vey; once again!τhope that sharing this may evoke a few Prisoner 

Ŧŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ άHey, how about adding this to the collection?έ  

 

   

https://www.karlfrunz.com/the-story-of-tev.html
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. . . for being a Contented Collector. 

 
Ingredients: 

 

¶ A hefty interest in history 

¶ A heavy focus on categorization 

¶ A dash of compulsion 

¶ Copious amounts of Common Sense 
Be a smart shopper and not a convenience consumer 

¶ A few liters of patience 
Enjoy the search as you do the acquisition 

¶ And . . . pounds of passion 

 
Plating: 

 

Take great care to preserve / present your collection;  

enjoy its tangibility.  And . . . appreciate that 

your passion is curating and telling a story. 
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This essay i sé 

 

. . . an appreciative  

exploration of Creativity;  

a survey of musical compositions 

that elucidate and/or extol 

the evergreen social commentaries 

contained within  the iconic TV series, 

The Prisoner.  

This essay isnõté 

 

. . . an avenue for criticism; 

a source of biographical information 

about the Musicians 

profiled in this document; 

something my INTERPOL 

Parole Office will accept as, 

άcommunity serviceέ workτdarn it! 

 

Happy co l lec t ing  
 

 

This is a hyperlinked document. 

 

Throughout this essay 

you will find that 

almost every image 

is hyperlinked to 

pages of my website 

so you can 

hear the music being profiled. 
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At the time of its first airing, and across 

ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ κ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ άThe 

Pirsonerέ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ/ is lauded for 

its superior production quality (e.g.: shot on 

35mm color film), avante garde iconography 

and evocative, allegorical writing. From a 

steady stream of journalists and academics, 

along with legions of fans, The Prisoner is 

hearlded as being a masterpiece; as a TV 

program that was far better than its 

predecessors and contemporaries.   Well, 

except for one ancellary, yet very important 

aspect of show, άbusinessέ: merchandising. 

 

By 1967, TV Producersτe.g. Gerry Anderson 

in the UK, Irwin Allen in the USτviewed 

merchandising revenue as an important 

component of ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ.  

That was absolutely true vis-a-vis Patrick 

aŎDƻƻƘŀƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ¢± ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ Danger Man. 

 

During its prodution / original syndication, 

the producers of, Danger Man licensed and 

earned revenue from such items as TV tie in 

novels, comics, various тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ, 

annuals and even a board game.  In contrast,   

Everyman Films either forgot, neglected or 

ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭƭȅ ƻƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦΣ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ 

aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ  

Thus, from the era of its origianl airing, The 

Prisoner made / has very little memorabilia. 

Fortunately, for we Fans / Collectors, in the 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŘŜōǳǘ / original 

syndication, authors, artists and academics 

have produced everything from concise 

series guides, in-depth / erudite analytic 

tomes ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ, 

multi-part graphic novels, audio (theater) 

programs, computer / trivia / role-playing 

games and . . . a cacophony of music. 

 

And it was the music that opened almost 

every episode of the series . . . that became 

the first item of Prisoner memorabilia. 

 

Then, across decades, through advances in 

audio technology and thanks to a very small 

cohort of publishers, fans have been able to 

purchase full albums of original soundtrack 

music.  And, for the most diligent (lunatic?) 

Collectors, there are even sets of library 

music and audio cues used in the production 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ 

 

So, for Fans who wish to expand their 

Prisoner merchandise beyond (merely) 

possessing the DVD / Blu-ray sets . . . this 

compendium chronicles every version of the 

theme music, all of the soundtrack albums 

and those quirky sets of library music.   

  

Cue the thunder-clap, bongos and horns! 

C o m p e n d i u m 1 
 

. . . chronicles recordings of The Prisoner theme, 

publishing of soundtrack albums and production of 

music library collections 

http://danger-man.co.uk/novels.asp
http://danger-man.co.uk/novels.asp
http://danger-man.co.uk/comics.asp
http://danger-man.co.uk/music.asp
http://danger-man.co.uk/boardgames.asp
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RECORDINGS OF 

THE PRISONER THEME 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: OCT. 13, 1967 

Artist: The Ron Grainer Orchestra 
Title: The Prisoner 

Format: пр wta κ тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
Label/Publisher: RCA Victor ς RCA 1635 

 
Mere weeks after The Prisoner debuted on 

Canadian and English television, RCA made a 

пр wta ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ 

musicτwell, almost. Like every artistic 

endeavor, the finished product comes from, 

and thanks to, a series of creative iterations.  

That was true vis-a-vis ¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ theme. 

Patrick McGoohan engaged the talents of 

several composers, and pushed Ron Grainer 

to make several versions, of what became 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ / theme music.  

 

The Ron Grainer composition recorded on 

RCA-1635 is one of those creative iterations.  

You can hear inside that music the elements 

of The Prisoner themeτbut in a far jazzier, 

more broadly arranged version; definitely 

emphasizing the guitar above all the other 

instruments. 

 

For Collectors, this item poses 2 challenges. 

 

First: relevance. Since the music on the 

record was never heard in The Prisoner, is it 

worth having?   Second: scarcity / price.  

Over the last ten years, I have only seen this 

item offered for sale (via Discogs) on a 

couple of occasions.  And each time the price 

was around $150. 

 

CƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

item in my collection.  But I do keep it in 

mind whenever I visit vintage record stores   

. . . just in case a cheap copy can be found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: 1979 

Artist: The Ron Grainer Orchestra 
Title: The Prisoner: Arrival 

Format: пу wta κ тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
Label/Publisher: Six of One 

 

The first pressing of The Prisoner theme

https://www.discogs.com/release/3724685-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-The-Prisoner
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/the_ron_grainer_orchestra_-_the_prisoner.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/the_ron_grainer_orchestra_-_the_prisoner.mp3
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as presented / heard in television series was 

produced in 1979 by Six Of One. 

 

On SIDE A of the disc, fans could have / hear: 

¶ The Prisoner: Arrival (Main Titles) 

¶ The Prisoner: Arrival (End Titles) 

Then, on SIDE B, fans were treated to: 

¶ September Ballad (G. Bellington) Music 

ŦǊƻƳΣ άFall Outέ = the revival of No. 2 

¶ Rag March (J.C. Petit) = aǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳΣ άFall 

Outέ = 6 & The Butler in London 
 

The sleeve ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ κ ƛǎ 

beautiful.  The cover shows the art from the 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŜƴŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ǿ/  The Prisoner in 

village script, and, the back has a picture of 

Ron Grainer (the theme music composer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thus, a dozen years after ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 

debut (in 1967), fans could finally have in 

their possession a tangible /  significant item 

of Prisoner memorabilia. For this reason, 

ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎΣ άƳǳǎǘ-ƘŀǾŜέΦ  .ǳǘ 

it must be noted that this was not a mass 

produced / marketed itemτsomething that 

any fan of the Prisoner could purchase. 

 

No; that milestone 1979 record (as with the 

1987 disc; see below) was only available to 6-

of-1 members. And that strikes me as 

counter-intuitive.   The operational functions 

of every club are to: A) grow membership; B) 

promote their passion.  If the club would 

have struck a deal with just a couple record 

shops across England, they could have 

produced more discs (lowering their per unit 

cost), gained revenue from the retail sales 

and, ultimately, enticed more people to join 

the society.  Six of One could have licensed 

the music for resale (see page 14), but they 

neglected (or rebuked) that opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: 1987 

Artist: The Ron Grainer Orchestra 
Title: Arrival ς The Awakening 

Format: пу wta κ тέ flex disc 
Label/Publisher: Six of One 

 

This flex disc was given to 6-of-1 members. 

 

https://www.discogs.com/release/9597493-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-The-Age-Of-Elegance-Arrival-The-Awakening
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CLOCKWISE: 
 

¶ Mar 1977: Landmark Patrick 

McGoohan interview on Canadian TV 

¶ Jan 1978: First mass market magazine 

(άStarlogέ) article re: άThe Prisonerέ 

¶ Mar 1978Υ άStarburstέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘΣ 

άThe Prisonerέ 

¶ In 1979: 

~ First release of the theme music 

~ First song in homage to The Prisoner 

 

Oh, to have been . . . Roger Goodman in 1977 ς 1979 
Reflecting on the genesis of Prisoner Fandom 

 

The conversation I shared with Roger Goodman (for The 

Eternal Village-cast No. 25) is one my most cherished 

interactions vis-à-vis The Prisoner.  Rogerτcharming & 

eloquentτis one of the people that founded Prisoner 

fandom.  And his passion and creativity went far beyond 

merely organizing a club:  Roger conducted one of the 

most important interviews with Patrick McGoohan and 

produced an excellent book about Gorge Markstein. 
 

I sincerely encourage you to listen to the conversation 

we shared wherein Roger talks about the Six of One 

convention and its connection with Ron Grainer. 
 

Now, in 2024, I wonder if . . . the participation of 

Mr. Grainer at the 1978 Thatch Barn event  

may have been a catalyst for Six of One 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ κ ǊŜƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ тέ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƛƴ мфтфΦ 
 

aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƎŜǊΚ Φ Φ Φ 

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/tevc-25.2.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/tevc-25.2.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/tevc-25.2.mp3
http://prizbiz.com/page13.html
http://prizbiz.com/page13.html
http://prizbiz.com/page24.html
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First released: 1995 

Artist: The Ron Grainer Orchestra 
Title: The Prisoner 

Format: CD;  
Label/Publisher: Bam-Caruso Records ς NIRC 112 CD 

 
Bam Caruso played a very important role in 

the mass publication of Prisoner Original 

Soundtrack (OST) albums.  But, this three 

track CD from BAM has a more cryptic 

history and extremely elusive availability. 

 

5ƛǎŎƻƎǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿ tƛȄƭŜȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ 

within the Network 50th anniversary mega-

set, stating that the CD was released in 1995. 

 

What is clear (from the picture above) is that 

the CD had a quirky tripartite of music: 

¶ The 1967 almost Prisoner theme 

¶ Dry Bones όŀǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴΣ άCŀƭƭ hǳǘέύ 

¶ Danger Man ǘƘŜƳŜ όмфср тέ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴύ 

 

This is a unique item and one I have listed on 

Ƴȅ 5ƛǎŎƻƎǎΣ άǿŀƴǘέ ƭƛǎǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: Record Store Day, April 20, 2013 

Artist: Various 
Title: Themes For Action! 

Format: пр wta κ тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
Label/Publisher: Network (5) - 7954006 

 
This ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

many gems produced by Network.   

 

This six-song disc was pressed in 2013 as a, 

άRecord Store Dayέ release.   The disc has: 

¶ The actual Prisoner theme music 

¶ άMan in a Suitcaseέ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ мфсс ϧ мфсу ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦΣ άThe 

Saintέ themes 

¶ The 1960 & 1964 versions of the, 

άDanger Manέ themes  
 

/h[[9/¢hwΩ{ bh¢9: When shopping for items 

to add to your collection, always check 

www.discogs.comΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 

this, one person on eBay has this disc listed 

for £98 while five sellers on Discogs have it 

offered from £16 to £25.    

https://www.discogs.com/release/12260870-Various-The-Prisoner
https://www.discogs.com/release/4492728-Edwin-Astley-Ron-Grainer-Themes-For-Action-Original-Main-Title-Themes
www.discogs.com
https://www.discogs.com/release/12260870-Various-The-Prisoner
https://www.discogs.com/release/4492728-Edwin-Astley-Ron-Grainer-Themes-For-Action-Original-Main-Title-Themes
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1984 

1984 

2001 

1986 

1996 

The Prisonerôs theme 

has been included in 

television music 

compilation albums 

for over 40 years. 
 

Perhaps this is 

because the series 

is truly cherished 

by fans of classic 

and/or cult television. 
 

On the other hand, 

maybe it has to do 

with its cost to license. 

Perhaps it is just 

an inexpensive 

song to include. 

 

 

 

 

 

Regardless of that 

conjecture, the 

evidence shows that 

The Prisoner theme 

has not been 

forgotten. 

 

A quick search on 

systems such as 

Spotify will bring up 

many TV Theme 

playlists that include 

The Prisoner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And on Bandcamp, 

there are many 

digital compilations 

that include Number 

6õs voice and music. 

 

Click here for a 

2021 TV theme 

compilation entitled, 

ñThe Prisonersò 

2009 

https://www.discogs.com/release/8217371-Neil-Norman-Greatest-Science-Fiction-Hits-III
https://www.discogs.com/release/4480012-Various-Secret-Agent-File
https://www.discogs.com/release/1286390-Various-Original-TV-Hits-Of-The-Sixties
https://www.discogs.com/release/1304417-Various-The-Cult-Files
https://www.discogs.com/release/9497785-The-London-Theatre-Orchestra-Ultimate-Cult-Themes-40-Weird-Wonderful-Favourites
https://www.discogs.com/release/5056338-Various-The-Music-Of-ITC
https://theprisoners1.bandcamp.com/album/the-prisoners
https://theprisoners1.bandcamp.com/album/the-prisoners
https://theprisoners1.bandcamp.com/album/the-prisoners
https://theprisoners1.bandcamp.com/album/the-prisoners
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ORIGINAL SOUNTRACK ALBUMS 

 
First released: 1986 

Artist: The Ron Grainer Orchestra 
Title: Prisoner Themes ς OST Music . . . 

Format: мнέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿΦ ƎŀǘŜŦƻƭŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ 
Label/Publisher: Bam-Caruso Records ς WEBA 066 

 

For a Prisoner fan in 1986, purchasing / having this мнέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ŀƭōǳƳ 

with its set of included materials . . . must have been stupendous 

τtruly a landmark possession and a milestone collectible vis-a-vis Prisoner fandom. 

 

I acquired a copy in 2010 and was / am amazed at the 

care, detail and effort that was put into producing this ambitious release. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Technically, the booklet 

by Roger Langley 

included in this set 

was the first published 

Prisoner Series Guide 

ðtwo years before the 

M. White & J. Ali 

ñOfficial Companionò 

 

https://www.discogs.com/release/3091716-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-Prisoner-Themes-Original-Soundtrack-Music-From-The-TV-Series-Starring-Patr
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First released: 1986 

Artist: The Ron Grainer Orchestra 
Title: Prisoner Themes ς OST Music . . . 

Format: мнέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ŀƭōǳƳ 
Label/Publisher: Bam-Caruso Records ς KIRI 066 

 

This is the same album of music: 

¶ SIDE A = 14 TRACKS 

¶ SIDE B = 12 TRACKS 

. . . as (ƭŜǘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ) theΣ άDeluxe Editionέ 

shown on the previous page. 

 

Both albums have the same front and back 

covers along with the exact same photo 

sleeve (to protect the vinyl inside the cover). 

 

So then . . . why would a Collector care to 

have both versions?  What a silly question! 

 

We want to possess both because they are 

variants of an endeavor; products that were 

made for different markets.  And, because 

having two quality artifacts / collectives are 

so much better than merely having one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: 1989 

Artist: The Ron Grainer Orchestra 
Title: The Prisoner 

Format: мнέ vinyl record 
Label/Publisher: Silva Screen ς FILM 042 

 

Hmm?  When you cross-compare the Bam-

Caruso and Silva Screen albums . . . they 

have the exact same quantity of tracks in 

the same order.  The only difference is slight 

variations in their titling. 

 

So then . . . why did Silva Screen  just produce 

a version of the Bam-Caruso album, withτ

arguablyτa less attractive cover? 

 

Their motive for producing the vinyl album 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ.  What did matter was . . . 

that Silva Screen was forward focused and 

was retooling their operations to embrace 

and offer music on a new audio technology 

called . . . the compact disc. 

https://www.discogs.com/release/1946948-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-The-Prisoner-Original-Soundtrack-Music-From-The-TV-Series
https://www.discogs.com/release/1138471-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-The-Prisoner
https://www.discogs.com/release/1138471-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-The-Prisoner
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1989 ς Compact Disc 

The Prisoner OST Vol. 1 

Silva Screen 

1991 ς Compact Disc 

The Prisoner OST Vol. 2 

Silva Screen 

1992 ς Compact Disc 

The Prisoner OST Vol. 3 

Silva Screen 

2002 ς Compact Disc 

The Prisoner OST Vol. 1 

Silva America 

2002 ς Compact Disc 

The Prisoner OST Vol. 3 

Silva America 

2002 ς Compact Disc 

The Prisoner OST Vol. 2 

Silva America 

 

Yes: Thanks to Silva Screen and Silva America, beginning in 1989, 

Prisoner fans could have the music from the series on a novel 

technology (that, unlike vinyl, was far less likely to be scratched). 

Plus, the CD releases included dialog tracks from the program. 
 

The contents / tracks on the Silva Screen and Silva America CDs 

are different. So, too, are the aesthetics of their packaging. The 

1989 Silva Screen LP and CD are identical in content and art.  The 

2nd and 3rd Silva Screen CDs look similar to the Ψуф ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ 

whereas the Silva America CDs all have McGoohan cover photos. 
 

But the stand-out CD set was released in 2002 by Silva France.  

This three CDs set comes in a fantastic metal tin and includes a 

circular cut booklet and a small village pin.  Tres magnifiaue! 

https://www.discogs.com/release/653939-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-The-Prisoner-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/release/2752344-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-Original-Music-From-The-Prisoner-Volume-Two
https://www.discogs.com/release/2802460-Various-Original-Music-From-The-Prisoner-Volume-Three
https://www.discogs.com/master/160085-Various-The-Prisoner-File-1-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/master/413976-Various-The-Prisoner-File-2-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/master/413974-Various-The-Prisoner-File-3-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/release/653939-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-The-Prisoner-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/release/2752344-The-Ron-Grainer-Orchestra-Original-Music-From-The-Prisoner-Volume-Two
https://www.discogs.com/release/2802460-Various-Original-Music-From-The-Prisoner-Volume-Three
https://www.discogs.com/master/160085-Various-The-Prisoner-File-1-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/master/413974-Various-The-Prisoner-File-3-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/master/413976-Various-The-Prisoner-File-2-Original-Television-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/release/9641168-Various-Le-Prisonnier
https://www.discogs.com/release/9641168-Various-Le-Prisonnier
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First released: 2015 
Artist: Elms, Farnon, Grainer, et al 
Title: The Prisoner (Original Soundtrack)  

Label/Publisher: Network (5) ς 7959046 & 7959027 

  

ORANGE ALERT: I strongly dislike this product.   When you look at 

the photo (here or anywhere online) . . . it looks intriguingτ

almost disturbing.  However, the image of the face being 

smothered by Rover . . . is only on the clear plastic slip sleeve.  

The record is a totally blank white vinyl. 
 

Reportedly, there were only 500 copies pressed of this release.  

However, the insert card shows no sequence number; X of 500. 
 

L ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΦ  .ǳǘ LΩƳ very pleased that I bought 

/ have two copies of the other 2015 release (below).  

 

This vinyl album with its gatefold cover is . . . BEAUTIFUL! 
 

The cover art is a masterpiece, framing in one image all of the 

best-known elements of ¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ iconography: Number 6 

striking a rigid pose . . . the mini Mokes whirling by . . . the cohort 

of Villagers in the background and . . . risingτno, ascendingτon 

a jet of water . . . Rover.    Absolutely perfectτbrilliant . 
 

Then inside . . . simple elegance. The left panel montage is almost 

perfect. (I would have included a photo of the Controller instead 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bǳƳōŜǊ н ŦǊƻƳΣ άLǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ CǳƴŜǊŀƭέΦύ  The right panel photo 

illustrates the core conflict of the entire show: No. 6 facing . . . 

defying . . . fighting against the (temporarily) seated No. 2.    

https://www.discogs.com/release/7891246-Albert-Elms-Robert-Farnon-Ron-Grainer-Wilfred-Josephs-The-Prisoner-Original-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/release/7537040-Albert-Elms-Robert-Farnon-Ron-Grainer-Wilfred-Josephs-The-Prisoner-Original-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/release/7891246-Albert-Elms-Robert-Farnon-Ron-Grainer-Wilfred-Josephs-The-Prisoner-Original-Soundtrack
https://www.discogs.com/release/7537040-Albert-Elms-Robert-Farnon-Ron-Grainer-Wilfred-Josephs-The-Prisoner-Original-Soundtrack
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First released: 2008 
Artist: Elms, Farnon, Grainer, et al 
Title: The Prisoner (Original Soundtrack) 

Format: Three (3) CD set w. booklet 
Label/Publisher: Network (5) - 7959000 

 

I recall listening to these CDs only once when 

I was preparing sound design content for The 

Prisoner Con event (held in 2017).   This set 

certainly is a deep dive into the audio 

elements that made up the TV series.  But 

ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎΣ άƭƛǎǘŜƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ Φ Φ Φ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ 

usable content in the Silva America CDs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First released:  
Artist: Elms, Farnon, Grainer, et al 
Title: The Complete Chappell Recorded . . . 

Format: Three (3) CD set w. booklet 
Label/Publisher: Not On Label ς DJR 110a/b 002 

 

What truly distinguishes this set is the 

absolutely beautiful and well written 

booklet included with the three CDs of music 

cues.  And, unlike the NetworkΩǎ нлм5 white 

vinyl LP, this product actually has aΣ άLimited 

Editionέ label on the case identifying each 

ǎŜǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ. 

 

 

 

 
 

ORIGINAL 

SOUNDTRACK 

& 

LIBRARY 

MUSIC 

SETS 

 

 

 

https://www.discogs.com/release/8832072-Albert-Elms-Robert-Farnon-Wilfred-Josephs-Ron-Grainer-The-Prisoner-Original-Soundtrack
https://www.karlfrunz.com/seattle-2017.html
https://www.karlfrunz.com/seattle-2017.html
https://www.discogs.com/release/8832955-Various-The-Prisoner-The-Complete-Chappell-Recorded-Music-Library-Cues
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What was andτoh!τwhat could have been. 
 

Yes, in 2024 . . . from a company down under, 

came another Prisoner mega-set with discs of 

video content and one more series guide book. 
 

Newest: Yes.  Nicest: No.   IMHO, the Network 

50th anniversary package is the most beautiful, 

best designed Prisoner mega set ever created. 
 

And within that, or as a stand-alone item, they 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ /5ǎ ǊŜΥ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 
 

Oh, but what could have been amazing . . . 

was this music CD box set. (Alas, I think 

the photos were merely an artistic exercise.)   
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For decades, ¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ theme has been 

included in many TV music compilationsτ

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩs fine.  What is fantastic and 

fascinating is how musicians have used 

their instruments and talents to create 

unique interpretations of that theme.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: 1988 

Artist: Kitch / Box Office Poison 
Title: The Prisoner Theme 

Album: Themes from the 60s Volume 1 
Label/Publisher: Waterloo Sunset Records ς WSR002 

 

This composition could have been included 

in Compendium 5 per its clever and ample 

use of dialog clips from The Prisoner.   But,  

based on the intention behind its creation 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƭōǳƳ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜƳŜǎ 

from the 60s (Vol 1)έΣ LΩƳ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ 

of music here, as the first interpretation of 

The Prisoner TV series opening music. 

 

The compositionτconceptualized / begun 

ōȅΣ άKitchέΣ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ōȅΣ άBox Office Poisonέτ

is both haunting and energetic.   The track 

starts very slow, with a synth organ playing 

under ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǎƻ όǘƻƻΚύ ƻŦǘŜƴΥ 

the back-and-forth questions and non-

answers exchanged between Numbers 6 and 

2 ŦǊƻƳΣ άArrivalέΦ  

 

In the second minute of the music, a drum 

track elevates the pace / intensity of the 

sound . . . being amplified with a strong 

guitar line.  Then, at 3:25, the pacing changes 

and we hear . . . footstepsτfootsteps every 

Prisoner fan knows; a sound that instantly 

evokes the image of Number 6 bounding 

down the corridor to turn in his resignation. 

 

Finally, at the four-minute mark, synth horns 

begin hitting very familiar notes and from 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘΣ ΨŎƻǾŜǊέ of 

The Prisoner theme. 

 

Perhaps . . . that latter shift was what Box 

Office Poison brought to the composition. 

C o m p e n d i u m 2  
 

. . . highlights Artists who have used their talents 

and instruments to present unique performances of 

The Prisoner theme 

https://www.discogs.com/release/13901142-Various-Themes-From-The-60s-Volume-1
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1988_%5ba%5d_tp_theme__kitch-box_office_poison_2.mp3
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In researching content for this compendium, 

I found many articles that mentioned a late 

1980s UK musical fad / fascination vis-à-vis 

cult TV themes.  Many of those TV theme 

covers / releases were Produced by a British 

gentleman named, Russell C. Brennanτwho 

was also ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦΣ άBox Office Poisonέ 

 

Well . . . fads, like people, migrate.   So, in 

1992, this album was released in France:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: 1992 

Artist: Remote Control 
Title: Le Prisonnier 

Album: The T.V. Serials 
Label/Publisher: WEA Music ς 4509-91209-2 

 

This CD gave French fans of classic & cult TV 

covers / interpretations of thirteen themes, 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƭƻ {ŎƘƛŦǊƛƴΩǎ 

ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ŦƻǊΣ  άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ LƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέΦ 

 

For a French TV-aholic, this compilation must 

have been magnifique; ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 

audio nostalgia to harken back memories of 

watching the sci-Ŧƛ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ άLes Envahisseursέ 

(The Invaders) or that mid-Pacific cop drama, 

άIŀǿŀƛ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5Ω9ǘŀǘέ όHawaii Five-O).    

 

And as track four, they included a cover of, 

άLe Prisonnierέτto which a vulgar American 

like me (finding this CD in a used record 

shop) might sayΣ άHey! They dun did put 

ŜȄǘǊŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴΩ Φ Φ Φέ 

 

But that title is correct because on this CD, 
 

Oui|N umero 6 parle francais! 
 

And it is . . . magnifique to hear that well 

know back-and forth in Frenchτsince, as we 

know, The Village is quite international. 

 

The music behind the French dialog is very 

similar to a couple UK releases: the opening 

is akin to the 1988 release by Taboo and the 

cadence of the Remote Control version 

seems very close to the 1990 release by FAB. 

 
/h[[9/¢hwΩ{ NOTE: 

This fantastic French cover is available 

on a beautifully designed CD single. 

 

 

 

https://www.discogs.com/artist/942677-Russell-C-Brennan
https://www.discogs.com/release/13816041-Remote-Control-The-TV-Serials
https://www.discogs.com/master/3672168-Remote-Control-Le-Prisonnier-Official-Dance-Remix
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/01_le_prisonnier__n%C2%B0_6_mix_.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/01_le_prisonnier__n%C2%B0_6_mix_.mp3
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In a 1997 interview with the  UK SciFi 

Channel, Alexis Kanner talked about what 

was discussed / planned / dreamt to be . . . 

the opening scene of the first episode of The 

tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ (never realized) second season. 

 

Alexis describes (contends?) that Patrick 

McGoohan envisioned the following: 

 
άHe [Patrick McGoohan] was going to start off with 

the Tokyo Olympics and he was going to do 

the marathon; he was gonna take the 

camera right along the marathon and go to 

the back of the marathon runners and there 

I would be, in my top hat, running alongτ

keeping paceτhunted by faceless men . . .  

because I [The Kid] was the only survivor, from 

all over the world. 
 

!ƴŘΣ ƘŜΩŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ 

backwards until he came across Angelo, the 

dwarf [The Butler], and he'd be running fifty 

yards behind me, looking after me. 
 

And that was gonna be the first shot of 

number, what would have been [episode] 18.έ 

 
Well, if that tantalizing tale could have come 

true . . . then, the absolutely perfect music 

to score that scene would be, The Village 

Attack by God of Shamisen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First released: 2008 

Artist: God of Shamisen 
Title: The Village Attack 

Album: Dragon String Attack 
Label/Publisher: Reptile Records ς RR005 

 

In a mere one minute and twenty-nine 

seconds, four musicians combine the drums, 

bass, guitar and the Tsugaru-Shamisen to 

produce a powerfully evocative, unique and 

dynamic cover of ¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ theme. 

 

The other tracks on the mostly instrumental 

album are engaging and entertaining.  But 

none of those thirteen tracks, via their title, 

tonality or lyrics . . . indicate any reference to 

other pop culture programs or characters.   

 

Thus, we arrive at 

THE FUNDATIONAL QUESTION 

behind / below this essay: 

 
Why did these musicians write / produce a 

composition in homage to The Prisoner? 
 

Is it time for more Eternal-Village-casts? 

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/2008_%5ba%5d_the_village_attack__god_of_shamisen.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/2008_%5ba%5d_the_village_attack__god_of_shamisen.mp3
https://www.godofshamisen.com/
https://godofshamisen.bandcamp.com/album/dragon-string-attack
https://www.karlfrunz.com/the-eternal-village.html
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/2008_%5ba%5d_the_village_attack__god_of_shamisen.mp3
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7 
First released: 2014 

Artist: Tommy Lorente 
Title: The Prisoner Theme 

Format: Two track CD EP 
Label/Publisher: Yaourt Prod. ς Y-TLS 212 

 

The last / latest cover I found of The 

tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ theme was, once again, thanks to 

a Musician in France: Tommy Lorent. 

 

aǊΦ [ƻǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊǇτalmost 

piercingτas he makes his way through a 

ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜŀǊ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ aǊΦ DǊŀƛƴŜǊΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 

 

Similar to the question vis-à-vis God of 

Shamisen, when looking at aǊΦ [ƻǊŜƴǘΩǎ 

discography, I wonder what motived him (in 

the midst of a decade long career of music 

celebrating sixties rock and contemporary 

pop) . . . to put his creative energies into 

producing a stand-alone, two song (CD) EP 

with a cover of The Prisoner theme? 

 

Maybe it related to his passion for the 1960s. 

Or maybe it corresponded to a re-airing of Le 

Prisonnier on French TV.  Regardless, I am 

appreciative of his upbeat, well-made cover. 

Oh non Ċ- Plus de français ! 

Not every musician can produce their art on physical media.  

Fortunately, we have other avenues for creators 

to share their art such as Soundcloud or YouTube. 

The preamble to this compendium welcomes, 

άΧ!rtists who have used their 

talents and instruments to present unique 

performances of The Prisoner themeέΦ 

 

Well, Phileas Rogue certainly brings 

a unique instrument and apt talent 

 to perform his cover of ¢ƘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ themeτ

ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŘƻǊŀōƭŜΦ 

 

With a more familiar instrument in hand 

and a keen talent, Marvin Naylor 

Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ bǳƳōŜǊ сΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ 

with his double neck guitar. 

 

And there are more coversτoh, so man more! 

On YouTube you can find videos ranging from 

the earnest efforts of a high school band 

to a moody bedroom Beethoven working out  

a version on their vintage synth organ.  

 

http://www.tommylorente.fr/
https://tommylorente.bandcamp.com/album/trop-de-questions-the-prisoner-theme
https://www.discogs.com/artist/4420499-Tommy-Lorente?srsltid=AfmBOopXqcOo-L0-v3iyXwHdspp0HNzA8MUswPuZoDGi1Ao4YtGrPbCy
https://www.discogs.com/artist/4420499-Tommy-Lorente?srsltid=AfmBOopXqcOo-L0-v3iyXwHdspp0HNzA8MUswPuZoDGi1Ao4YtGrPbCy
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/2014_%5ba%5d_tp_theme__tommy_lorente.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/compendium-2.html
https://www.karlfrunz.com/compendium-2.html
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C o m p e n d i u m 3  
 

. . . catalogs songs and/or albums of music inspired 

by, or created in homage to, The Prisoner 
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From the back cover of 1979ΩǎΣ άSouthend RockέΥ 
 

άMania for the TV series The Prisoner may have 

subsided of late, ōǳǘ ¢ƘŜ !ƭƛŜƴǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

space for a number [i.e. a track on the album] obviously 

ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ aŎDƻƻƘŀƴΩǎ ǿŜƛǊŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦέ 
 

And cheers / thanks to The Aliens for that! 

 

 

 

 
 

First released: 1979 
Artist: The Aliens 
Title: The Prisoner 

Album: Southend Rock 
Label/Publisher: Sonet ς SNTF 806 

 

In all the series guides I own and in the 

significant /  long-form magazines articles I 

ƘŀǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ мфулκун ǎƻƴƎΣ άI Helped Patrick 

McGoohan Escapeέ ƛǎ always identified as 

the first musical homage to The Prisoner. 
 

But, that accolade actually belongs to a punk 

/ garage band named, The Aliens, whose 

ǎƻƴƎΣ άThe Prisonerέ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ on the 

1979 albumΣ άSouthend Rockέ.  
 

On a niche album created to raise money for 

the Billericay Burns Unit  . . . on a vinyl LP    

LΩƳ very certain no Musician in compendium 

three or five ever heard . . . The Aliens 

inaugurated the format of quoting (or 

weaving actual) dialog from the television 

series within their composition.    

 

The Aliens open their song by verbalizing the 

exchange between 6 and 2 heard in the title 

sequence of almost every episode of The 

PrisonerΥ άWhere am I? In the VillageέΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

This is followed by a tight, eerie guitar solo 

that guides us into a punk vibe song of crisp 

lyrics and fast instruments; Super fun song! 

 

Here at the close of 2024 . . . I wonder if any 

¢ƘŜ !ƭƛŜƴǎ ŀŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōŜ 

surprised that Artists are continuing to make 

music about The Prisoner? 
 

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1979_%5ba%5d_the_prisoner__the_aliens.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/release/1125238-Various-Southend-Rock
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1979_%5ba%5d_the_prisoner__the_aliens.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1979_%5ba%5d_the_prisoner__the_aliens.mp3
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First released: November 1980 
Artist: The Teenage Filmstars 

тέ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘitle: I Helped Patrick McGoohan Escape 
Label/Publisher: FAB Listening ς FL1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First released: 1982 
Artist: The Times 

тέ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘitle: I Helped Patrick McGoohan Escape 
Label/Publisher: Artpop! Records ς POP 49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regarding these songs, the only difference between The 

Teenage Filmstars and The Times versions ƻŦΣ άI Helped 

Patrick McGoohan Escapeέ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

a thunder clap.   However, for a Collector, this one song 

exists in many versionsτand at an array of prices. 
 

The CƛƭƳǎǘŀǊǎ мфул тέ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ (which I think has very 

unattractive sleeve art), sells for around ϵул. 
 

The ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ мфун тέ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜǎ is regularly on sale via 

Discogs for around $50 όǇƭǳǎ ƛƴǘΩƭ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎύΦ 
 

There is also the мфуо мнέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ 9t with the Prisoner-

esque cover art (used on most latter releases). 
 

¢ƘŜƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

were various versions of the full CDτfrom 1992 ς 2007. 
 

MHO: the stand-out version is the Optic Nerve Records 

нлнн тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ.  This limited edition (1K copies) 

ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ мффо мнέ 9t ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

mini-poster and a post card; the record is white vinyl. 
 

/h[[9/¢hwΩ{ !b9/5h¢9] In Sept. 2022, with a print out in hand citing 

the label, UPC and release details, I tromped around Soho (London) 

trying to buy this from a British brick & mortal record storeτyou 

know, supporting small business. Sadly, though, the staff at every 

ǎǘƻǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ όάA vinyl what?έύ ƻǊ were 

just too cool to care / help.   So, even more sad, once back in ΨaŜǊƛŎŀ,             

I bought two copies of that UK product from . . . Walmart.com.    

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1980_%5ba%5d_i_helped_pm_escape__teenage_filmstars.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/release/896492-The-Teenage-Filmstars-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/01_i_heard_patrick_mcgoohan_escape.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/release/1434393-The-Times-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1980_%5ba%5d_i_helped_pm_escape__teenage_filmstars.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/01_i_heard_patrick_mcgoohan_escape.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/release/896492-The-Teenage-Filmstars-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape
https://www.discogs.com/release/1434393-The-Times-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape
https://www.discogs.com/release/1460589-The-Times-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape
https://www.discogs.com/master/234663-The-Times-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape?srsltid=AfmBOoq78g8Cgti6QPrl-PC0g-MBToGxh4G1M-Mff3azpTlq_1SPYmtI
https://www.discogs.com/release/23769512-The-Times-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape-
https://www.discogs.com/release/23769512-The-Times-I-Helped-Patrick-McGoohan-Escape-
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First released: 1982 
Artist: Iron Maiden 
Title: The Prisoner 

Album: The Number of the Beast 
Label/Publisher: Various 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First released: 1984 
Artist: Iron Maiden 
Title: Back in the Village 

Album: Powerslave 
Label/Publisher: Various 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTIVE / BACKGROUND] In compendium 3, just under the two Iron Maiden citations, there is a video I 

invite you to watch.  If you jump to 1:11, the band members tell why, and how, they wrote a 

composition about The Prisonerτincluding their brief phone interaction with Patrick McGoohan.  
 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǿǊƛǘŜ κ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƻƴŜ ǎƻƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ bǳƳōŜǊ сΤ they wrote 2.  On their 1882 

ŀƭōǳƳ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊΣ άThe Prisonerέ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ release ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊΣ άBack in the VillageέΦ 
 

Lyrically, both songs are very thoughtful in the way they express the ideas and/or conflicts seen in 

the TV series without  directly retelling / describing the tale of Number 6.  
 

The brilliance of ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ both songs is . . . they doƴΩǘ ask, or require, that the listener 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ мфст ¢± ǎƘƻǿΦ   ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

said/sung are evergreen sentiments.  Perhaps this is why, in their 2024 tour, Iron Maiden performed 

The Prisoner at most of their concerts---as seen in fan made videos uploaded to YouTube. 
 

FOR COLLECTORS] Both vinyl LPs are easily found on Discogs or eBay.  A more unique option for owning 

ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦΣ άThe Prisonerέ ƛǎ ŀ тέ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ όoriginally from 1988; re-released in 2014). This record 

Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦΣ άThe Prisonerέ presented in a photo cover sleeve with a mini-poster.  

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1982_%5ba%5d_the_prisoner__iron_maiden.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/master/18742-Iron-Maiden-The-Number-Of-The-Beast
https://www.discogs.com/master/18917-Iron-Maiden-Powerslave
https://www.discogs.com/master/18917-Iron-Maiden-Powerslave
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1982_%5ba%5d_the_prisoner__iron_maiden.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/master/18917-Iron-Maiden-Powerslave
https://www.karlfrunz.com/compendium-3.html
https://www.karlfrunz.com/compendium-3.html
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1982_%5ba%5d_the_prisoner__iron_maiden.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/1984_%5ba%5d_back_in_the_village.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/release/1445380-Iron-Maiden-The-Clairvoyant?srsltid=AfmBOoqCVmq2qABfW54zNFPzU2sZ1wOpxKgOuVdU6hAeEGtuMI77VgC1
https://www.discogs.com/sell/item/3085709934?srsltid=AfmBOop4VedTY5q3kF6ocnrZ_MuqGB84JghkZlXerkM4NTl2ezKdQ3gD
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first released: 1997 
Artist: Bang Bang / Xavier jamaux 
Title: The Prisoner (Number 6 Mix) 

Album: Serialemente Votre 
Label/Publisher: Commando! ς 74321 48023 1 

 

Across the entire panorama of music about 

the characters within, and constructs of, the 

Village, this songτThe Prisoner (Number 6 

Mix)τis my absolute favorite. 

 

From the opening notes on the piano, the 

mood setting, elongated guitar chords and 

the fluttering fluteτreminiscent of that 

instrumentΩs use in the theme from 

ά{ƘŀŦǘέτthis composition is juste parfait! 

 

To that amazing musical arrangement, 

French Musician Xavier Jamael (the actual 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ άBang, Bangέύ 

wroteτin English!τa lyrical story that 

concisely encapsulates the concept of the 

program and eloquently describes the core 

character traits of Number  6.  

 

And those lyrics are beautifully brought to 

life by singer / actress, Margeaux Lampley. 

 

I cherish that I discovered this song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

first released: February 25, 2001 
Artist: Carmel Morris 

Format: 14 track album 
Album title: Another Number 

Label/Publisher: Big One Music ς KAR120 ς C 

 

I also cherish that, in 2019, for The Eternal 

Village-cast No 14, I had the opportunity  to 

talk with Carmel Morris, the creator / 

musician who produced the 2001, 14 track 

album: Another Number. I invite you to 

listen to that conversation. 

 

Another Number is a tapestry of tempos, 

topics and instrumentation.   The first / title 

track is a fantastic example of sound design, 

weaving sound effects and spoken word 

tidbits into a frenetic musical arrangement. 

On track 4, Carmel gives the listener aΣ άFirst 

Interludeέ: a brief change in pacing and a 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ 

 

{ƻƳŜ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ƭƛƪŜΣ άMissing Youέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

been soundtrack music for the show.  Other 

ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ƭƛƪŜΣ άInteger, the Chaseέ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 

instrumental compositions.  But I most 

ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άDanse Macabreέ 

wherein Carmel mixes her storytelling lyrics 

with her eclectic musicianship. 

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/10_the_prisoner__number_6_mix_.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/release/458478-Various-Serialement-V%C3%B4tre
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/10_the_prisoner__number_6_mix_.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/10_the_prisoner__number_6_mix_.mp3
https://www.facebook.com/xavierjamauxmusique
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3651098/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prD9btbvdh8&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=1
https://www.discogs.com/release/14966326-Carmel-Morris-Another-Number
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/tevc-14.1.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/tevc-14.1.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prD9btbvdh8&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prD9btbvdh8&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I18cDttdp2Q&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I18cDttdp2Q&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ti0TzciWJ1U&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihTz3N8Y4dE&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vHuIv71QC8&list=OLAK5uy_liCnydYfz5yACzULlSNvNOSrueio1TvoI&index=5
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/10_the_prisoner__number_6_mix_.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/05_danse_macabre.mp3
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First released: 2004 
Artist: Three Point Five 
Title: In The Village 

Album: No Telling 
Label/Publisher: TBD 

 

¢ƘŜ ŀƭōǳƳΣ άNo Tellingέ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ a find. 

 

First, it (supposedly produced as a seven 

track physical CD in 2004; available now via 

various websites as MP3 files) contains one 

of the coolest compositions about No. 6. 

 

¢ƘŜ ƧŀȊȊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ άIn The Villageέ 

has a marvelous bass bottom with tight 

guitar riffs behind very clever lyrics that 

describe the mindset of our protagonist 

without  resorting to / using the trope of 

telling the storyline of the show.    

 

άIn The Villageέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘ ǎƻƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ 

of the music about The Prisoner, ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜΣ άNo Tellingέ ŀƭōǳƳ. 

 

hǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άUnspoken Rendezvousέ 

άBreakfast With Youέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ !ƭǿŀȅǎ 

Parisέ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭōǳƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 

ŦƛƴŘǎΦ άNo Tellingέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǇ-jazz gem with a 

terrific track about life . . . In the Village.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First released: 2005 
Artist: Blitzkrieg 
Title: Escape From The Village 

Album: Sins & Greed 
Label/Publisher: Various 

 

Within compendiums 3 and 5, the musical 

genre thatΩǎ created the greatest quantity 

of compositions is . . . Heavy Metal.  From 

Iron Maiden in 1982 thru TeKnoizer in 2019, 

Hard Rockers seem to have an affinity for the 

struggles of / themes within The Prisoner. 

 

Why? Because the tempo of metal music is 

very kindred with the demeanor of No 6.  

 

Number 6 never sauntered down the ramp 

to chat with the latest Number 2.  No, like 

heavy metal guitar riffs, he stormed into the 

Green Dome or his own village abode. 

 

Number 6 was not verbose, rambling in 

pretty prose to gently make a point.  He used 

direct, clipped and fierce language as is often 

the lyrical style of heavy metal tracks. 

 

Blitzkrieg uses the same frenetic energy to 

ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ bƻΦ сΩǎ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴƳŜƴǘ and his 

efforts to . . . Escape from the Village. 

https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/05_-_in_the_village__the_prisoner_6_.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/05_-_in_the_village__the_prisoner_6_.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/05_-_in_the_village__the_prisoner_6_.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/05_-_in_the_village__the_prisoner_6_.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/artist/832489-Blitzkrieg-5?srsltid=AfmBOorCWhrPxp2I7swuXLjkiN3KoUL1dbyxNB1XxqQ40pZejW9YhjcC
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/2005_%5ba%5d_escape_from_the_village__blitzkrieg.mp3
https://www.discogs.com/master/565550-Blitzkrieg-Sins-And-Greed
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/2005_%5ba%5d_escape_from_the_village__blitzkrieg.mp3
https://www.karlfrunz.com/uploads/6/4/6/0/64602897/05_-_in_the_village__the_prisoner_6_.mp3

